
The Better Business Bureau (www.bbb.org) is another resource for reliable consumer reports. 
 

 
 

 
 

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES 
Registry of California Adoption Facilitators 

 
Listing on this website is not intended to be an endorsement of any facilitator by the 

California Department of Social Services (CDSS.) 
 

The CDSS does not provide oversight over adoption facilitators.  Any person harmed by a 
facilitator may bring a civil action for damages, rescission, injunctive relief or any other civil or 
equitable remedy, in addition to the Attorney General, district attorney or a city attorney. (Family 
Code section 8638.) 
 
The facilitators listed on this website have satisfied the minimal requirements of Family 
Code section 8632.5, which include: 
 

1. Three years experience employed by a public or private adoption agency licensed 
by the department, a registered adoption facilitator, or an adoption attorney who 
assists in bringing adopting persons and placing parents together for the purpose 
of adoption placement.* 

2. Two years of college courses with at least half of the units and hours focusing on 
social work or a related field.* 

3. A valid business license. 
4. Valid identification. 
5. Criminal background check 

 
*Note:  A facilitator may waive the education and experience requirements if he/she satisfies the 
following: 
 

1. Five years work experience providing direct adoption services for a licensed 
adoption agency. 

2. He/She has not been found liable of malfeasance in connection with providing 
adoption services. 

3. He/She provides three letters of support from: 
 

• A licensed adoption agency; 
• A member of the Academy of California Adoption Lawyers; or  
• The CDSS. 
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A Baby from Heaven 
Terry Volk  
8502 East Chapman, #264 
Orange, CA 92869 
Telephone:  (714) 771-5777 
FAX:  (714) 771-6865 
Website: www.babyfromheaven.com 
Business License:  1-94771-L 
County of Issuance: Orange 
Surety Bond Company: Fidelity and Deposit 
Company of Maryland 
Bond Number: 08086815 
Trainee(s): NA 
 
A Child’s Dream of California 
Michael J. Kotzin  
9327 Fairway View Place, #204 
Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91729 
Telephone: (360) 598-6533 
Website: www.achildsdream.org  
Business License Number:  87-0702802  
County of Issuance: City of Rancho Cucamonga 
Surety Bond Company:  American 
Contractors Indemnity Company   
Bond Number:  100026620 
Trainee(s):  NA  
 
A Labor of Love Adoptions 
Tina Tyra 
34859 Frederick Street, Suite 112 
Wildomar, CA 92595 
Telephone:  (951) 609-0300 
E-Mail:  info@alaborofloveadoptions.com 
Website: www.alaborofloveadoptions.com 
Business License:  09 00011916 
City of Issuance: Lake Elsinore 
Surety Bond Company:  Western Surety 
Company  
Bond:  70647089 
Trainee(s):  NA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
A is 4 Adoption 
Laurie Colton 
151 Kalmus Drive, Suite D220 
Costa Mesa, CA 92626 
Telephone:  (866) 569-2229 
Fax:  (714) 556-4026 
E-mail: lcolton@ais4adoption.com  
Business License: BL025558 
City of Issuance: Costa Mesa 
Surety Bond Company: American Contractors 
Indemnity Company 
Bond: 172575 
Trainee(s): NA   
 
A Loving Alternative Adoption Facilitator 
Cynthia Simonson 
321 Calle Chueca 
San Clemente, CA 92673 
Telephone:  (949) 366-4500 
E-Mail:  info@alovingalternative.com  
Website: www.alovingalternative.com  
Business License:  24542 
City of Issuance:  San Clemente 
Surety Bond Company:  Fidelity and Deposit 
Company of Maryland 
Bond Number:  LPM8658596 
Trainee(s):  NA 
 
A Rainbow’s End Adoption Services, Inc. 
Irene Riley 
9550 Warner Avenue, Suite 250 
Fountain Valley, CA 92708 
Telephone: (714) 839-3283 
E-Mail:  info@arainbowsendadoption.com 
Website: www.arainbowsendadoption.com 
Business License: 306397 
City of Issuance: City of Fountain Valley 
Surety Bond Company:  American 
Contractors Indemnity Company 
Bond:  1000810515 
Trainee(s):  NA 
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About A Child 
Victoria Kats 
556 Keelson Circle 
Redwood City, CA 94065 
Telephone: (650) 596-2816 
E-Mail:  vic@aboutachild.org  
Website: www.aboutachild.com  
Business License:  38791 
City of Issuance:  City of Redwood City 
Surety Bond Company:  International Fidelity 
Insurance Company 
Bond: BUIFSU0470265 
Trainee(s):  NA 
 
Adoption Answer 
Michelle Szulc-Dettman 
23679 Calabasas Road, #554 
Calabasas, CA 91302 
Telephone: 1 877- HELP205 (877) 435-7205 
Fax:  818-610-3362 
Website: www.adoptionanswer.com 
Business License:  0002393703-0001-4 
City of Issuance:  Los Angeles 
Surety Bond Company:  Platte River 
Insurance Company 
Bond:  41133416 
Trainee(s):  NA   
 
Adoption Center of San Diego 
Sarah Jensen Elhoff 
6046 Cornerstone Court, #135 
San Diego, CA 92121 
Telephone:  (800) 298-9111) or 
 (858) 535-3033 
Fax:  (858) 535-3032 
Website: www.adoption-center.org  
Business License:  B2008039028 
City of Issuance:  San Diego 
Surety Bond Company:  American 
Contractors Indemnity Company 
Bond:  100056646 
Trainee(s):  NA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Adoption Choices of Northern California 
Marikathryn Hendrix 
1469 Humboldt Road, Suite 200 
Chico, CA 95928 
Telephone:  (530) 891-0302 or (800) 607-9200 
Website: www.cawhs.org  
Business License:  18838 
City of Issuance:  Chico 
Surety Bond Company:  Western Surety 
Company 
Bond:  70799130 
Trainee(s):  NA 
 
Adoption Consultants Incorporated 
Cathy Mantell, M.S.  
11271 Ventura Boulevard, #380 
Studio City, CA 91604 
Telephone: (800) 605-4588 or (818) 766-2222 
Website: www.adoptionconsultantsinc.com 
Business License Number: 714359-0001-6 
City of Issuance: City of Los Angeles 
Surety Bond Company:  American 
Contractors Indemnity Company   
Bond Number: 157374 
Trainee(s): NA 
 
Adoption Information Center 
Susanne Rose 
1327 Post Avenue, Suite K 
Torrance, CA 90501 
Telephone:  (424) 757-5170 
 Fax: (424) 757-5181 
Cell: (310) 279-9076 
E-Mail: LA_adoptions@yahoo.com 
Website: www.adoptioninformationcenter.net 
Business License:  BUS-0115114 
City of Issuance:  City of Torrance 
Surety Bond Company:  Great American 
Insurance Company 
Bond:  FS2718285 
Trainee(s):  NA 
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AdoptLink 
Lil Snee 
24662 Soquel – San Jose Road 
Los Gatos, CA 95033-9226 
Telephone: (408) 353-4522 
Fax: (408) 353-2725 
E-Mail: lilsnee@adoptlink.com 
Website: www.adoptlink.com 
Business License: 31013 
City of Issuance: City of Santa Cruz 
Surety Bond Company: Fidelity and Deposit 
Company of Maryland 
Bond: 8086447 
Trainee(s): NA 
 
Adoption Insight 
Laurie Aragon 
439 W. 5th Street 
 Holtville, CA 92250 
Telephone:  (760) 356-5565 
FAX:  (760) 356-5545 
E-mail:  la@adoptioninsight.com  
Website: www.adoptioninsight.com  
Business License:  7916 
City of Issuance:  City of Holtville 
Surety Bond Company:  American 
Contractors Indemnity Company 
Bond:  293325 
Trainee(s):  NA 
 
Adoption Paths 
Sara Lively, M.S. Ed. 
Post Office Box 1174 
Soquel, CA 95073 
Telephone:  (831) 476-7252 
Website: www.adoptionpaths.com 
Business License:  032969 
City of Issuance:  Santa Cruz 
Surety Bond Company:  Hartford Fire 
Insurance Company 
Bond:  72BSBFG7962 
Trainee(s):  NA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Advocate for Orphans International 
David Avilla 
1640 Valley Oaks Drive 
Gilroy, CA 95020 
Telephone:  (408) 569-4044 
E-Mail:   david@advocatefororphans.org  
Website: 
www.advocatefororphanintl.blogspot.com  
Business License:  11115 
City of Issuance:  Gilroy 
Surety Bond Company:  Developers Surety 
Indemnity Company 
Bond:  762506 
Trainee(s):  NA 
 
An Angel Above Adoptions 
Nannette Williams 
26922 Via La Mirada 
San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 
Telephone:  (800) 332-8275 or  
(866) U-My-Baby (869-2229) 
Website: www.angelaboveadoptions.com  
Business License:  67217 
City of Issuance:  San Juan Capistrano 
Surety Bond Company:  Platte River 
Insurance Company 
Bond: 41164645 
Trainee(s): NA 
 
The Best Gift Adoptions, Inc. 
Nikki Biers 
4215 Esteban Road 
Woodland Hills, CA 91364 
Telephone: (818) 888-4333 or (888) 280-2882 
E-mail:  Bestgiftadoptions@yahoo.com 
Website: www.bestgiftadoptions.com 
Business License:  0002233206-0001-3 
City of Issuance: Los Angeles 
Surety Bond Company:  Platte River 
Insurance Company 
Bond:  41133104 
Trainee(s):  NA 
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Chicks in Crisis 
Inez Whitlow 
8359 Elk Grove Florin Road, Suite 103 
Elk Grove, CA 95758 
Telephone:  (916) 441-1243 direct 
                      (888) 208-8086 
E-Mail:  INEZ@CHICKSINCRISIS.ORG 
Website: www.chicksincrisis.org 
Business License:  325578 
County of Issuance:  Sacramento 
Surety Bond Company:  Great American 
Insurance Company 
Bond:  FS2718289 
Trainee(s):  Lisa Sweet 
 
Cooperative Adoptions 
Ellen Roseman 
54 Wellington Avenue 
San Anselmo, CA 94960 
Telephone:  (415) 453-0902 
E-Mail: Ellen@coopadopt.com 
Website: 
www.cooperativeadoptionsconsulting.com  
Business License:  12000 
City of Issuance:  San Anselmo 
Surety Bond Company:  American 
Contractors Indemnity Company 
Bond:  100067172 
Trainee(s):  NA 
 
Everlasting Adoptions, Inc. 
Carol Shepherd 
520 Broadway, Suite 350 
Santa Monica, CA 90401 
Telephone:  (866) 406-2702 
E-Mail:  Everlastingadopt@AOL.com  
Website: www.everlastingadoptions.com 
Business License:  144697 
City of Issuance:  Santa Monica 
Surety Bond Company:  American 
Contractors Indemnity Company 
Bond: 100066973 
Trainee(s): NA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Heartfelt Adoption 
Loretta Cooper  
10649 Charbono Way 
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670-4836 
Telephone: (916) 362-2300 or (800) 682-0303 
Website:  www.heartfeltadoption.com  
Business License: 305144 
City of Issuance: City of Rancho Cordova  
Surety Bond Company:  Fidelity and Deposit 
Company of Maryland 
Bond Number:  08086436 
Trainee(s):  NA   
 
Lifetime Adoption Center 
Mardalynne (Mardie) Caldwell  
17860 Cattle Drive 
Rough and Ready, CA 95975 
Telephone:  (530) 432-7373 
E-mail:  Adopt@LifetimeAdoption.com   
Website: www.LifetimeAdoption.com  
Business License: 155  
City of Issuance: Nevada City 
Surety Bond Company: Bond Services of 
California  
Bond Number: 08086700  
Trainee(s): Diane Schafer, Elizabeth Murray, 
Veronica Hofheinz, Heather Featherston  
  
Nancy Hurwitz Kors 
1250-I Newell Avenue, PMB 245 
Walnut Creek, CA 94596 
Telephone: (925) 938-6600 
E-mail:  nhk@adopt-now.com 
Website:  www.adopt-now.com  
Business License:  025034 
City of Issuance:  Walnut Creek 
Surety Bond Company:  American 
Contractors Indemnity Company 
Bond:  1000810513 
Trainee(s):  NA 
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Unique Adoptions Incorporated 
Patrice Schmidt 
23425 Applegate Court 
Murrieta, CA 92562 
Telephone: (951) 600-2575 
E-Mail:  patricesic@yahoo.com  
Website: www.uniqueadiotions.com  
Business License: 15038 
County of Issuance: Riverside 
Surety Bond Company:  American 
Contractors Indemnity 
Bond:  100023943   
Trainee(s):  NA 
 
White Stone International Children’s 
Services 
Sherry Lynn Archer 
P. O. Box 241 
Palm Desert, California 92211 
Telephone: (760) 345-0887 
Fax: (760) 360-0035 
E-mail: whitestoneinternational@gmail.com  
Business License: 08-00045035 
City of Issuance: Palm Desert 
Surety Bond Company: International Fidelity 
Insurance Company 
Bond: BUIFSU0484533 
Trainee(s): NA 
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